
Principal’s Message 

 
Hello and welcome to the first Principal’s Newsletter of the 
2020-21 school year! I want to start off by thanking you for 
your patience and understanding as we embark on this jour-
ney through uncharted waters together. 
 
In this first newsletter I’m going to dive right in with infor-
mation about the upcoming days and weeks of remote learn-
ing. If, after reading through this newsletter, you still have 
questions that you feel went unanswered, please send me an 
email at ehofer-holdeman@usd259.net or call me directly at 
973-6005. Although this year presents us with many challenges, I am certain that 
together we will overcome them all! 
 
-Eric 
 
 

Student Class Schedules. 
 
Following the School Board’s decision to begin the year remotely for all 6-12 
graders, Northwest has chosen to return to our original Master Schedule for clas-
ses. That means that students will have the full array of course offerings that were 
originally available during Pre-Enrollment back in January/February. That’s great 
news! 
 
Sometime in early September, prior to the start of classes, parents and students 
will be able to view student’s class schedules on ParentVUE and StudentVUE, 
respectively. We will also have student’s class schedules when you come to the 
school for our One-Stop-Shop student supply pick up this week. 
 
 

One-Stop-Shop Student Supplies. 
 
This week Northwest is asking all students and an accompanying adult to come to 
the school to pick up textbooks, workbooks, other supplies, and if needed, a com-
puter. We respectfully ask you to come during your scheduled time slot so that we 
can avoid large groups of people and maintain social distancing guidelines. You 
can find the schedule for student supply pickup: www.usd259.org/northwest.  
 
Due to circumstances beyond our district’s control, the brand new student laptops 
that were ordered have not yet arrived. At this time, the laptops we have for stu-
dents are two year old machines repurposed for student use. 
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SEPTEMBER 
4 Freshman Orientation 
7 NO SCHOOL-Labor Day 
8 First Day of School 
14 Virtual Parent Conferences 
 @4-7pm 
16 Virtual Parent Conferences  
 @4-7pm 
16 Grizzly Pride Meeting @6:30pm in 
 Library 
21 Official Enrollment Day 
23 NHS Induction Ceremony 
 on MS Teams @ 7pm 
 

  

 

 

SUPPLY PICK UP 

Tuesday, Sept 1 

 Seniors  

 8:00am-4:00pm 

Wednesday, Sept 2 

 Juniors 

 8:00am-4:00pm 

 All Grades 

 5:00-7:00pm 

Thursday, Sept 3 

 Sophomores 

 8:00am-4:00pm 

 All Grades 

 5:00-7:00pm 

Friday, Sept 4 

 Freshmen 

 8:00am-4:00pm 

LAST NAME   TIME 

 A-B ........ 8:00-9:00 

 C-E ........ 9:00-10:00 

 F-G ........ 10:00-11:00 

 H-K ........ 11:00-12:00 

 L-M ....... 12:00-1:00 

 N-R ........ 1:00-2:00 

 S............. 2:00-3:00 

 T-Z......... 3:00-4:00 

mailto:ehofer-holdeman@usd259.net?subject=Newsletter%20Questions
http://www.usd259.org/northwest.
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Principal’s Message cont’d. 

4X4 Block Schedule. 
 
New this year, Northwest will be conducting classes on a 4X4 
block schedule. That means that students will attend only 
their A-Day classes, or odd classes, for the entire first semester, 
and only their B-Day classes, or even classes, for the entire sec-
ond semester. This is a change from our traditional alternating 
A/B schedule that we’ve conducted in the past. 
 
Students will be attending the same A-Day classes every day, 
1st, 3rd, 5th, 7th, and 9th, and will cover an entire semester’s 
worth of material in a single quarter. In the second quarter stu-
dents will stay in those same A-Day classes and cover second 
semester material. 
 
Similarly, in the second semester, students will attend only their B-Day classes , 2nd, 4th, 6th, 8th, and 9th, and 
cover a semester’s worth of material in each the 3rd quarter and 4th quarter. 9th hour is our Advocacy class and 
will remain on students’ schedules for the entire school year. 
 
Northwest High School has made this switch because we wanted to reduce the number of classes that students 
are responsible for during remote learning. Additionally, in anticipation of returning to in-person learning at 
some point, we wanted to limit the interactions between students and adults throughout the building to the great-
est extent possible. 
 
 

New Bell Schedule. 
 
The bell schedule this year has been changed to include two separate lunch 
periods. This was done in anticipation of in-person learning at Northwest and 
the need for smaller groups of students occupying our commons area at the 
same time. 
 
Your student’s lunch period will be based on their 5th hour class in the first 
semester, and their 6th hour class in the second semester. To determine what 
lunch your student has beginning Tuesday, September 8th, find your student’s 
5th hour class and see if it is a subject listed in the box on the left under 1st 
Lunch, or  in the box on the r ight under  2nd Lunch. 
 
If your student has first lunch, they will go to lunch period after 3rd hour, 
from 10:56am through 11:36am, followed by 5th hour. 
 
If your student has second lunch, they will go to 5th hour first followed by 
lunch  period from 12:26pm through 1:06pm. 
 
Our plan for Advocacy Class, or 9th hour, is different this year as well. Mon-
days will be designated “No Pass” days as Advocacy teachers will conduct 
grade checks and other various lessons or activities. On school days other than Mondays, students will be al-
lowed to “Pass” to other classes for extra help or to make up a test or quiz. Students that wish to “Pass” to anoth-
er class will need to follow these simple steps: 
1. Email the teacher from whom you would like to receive extra help ahead of time. Be sure to use your 

USD259 student email. 
2. At 2:45pm, the tutorial teacher will invite students who emailed asking for the extra help into a Microsoft 

Teams meeting separate from the Advocacy Team. 
3. Student joins that tutorial teacher from 2:45pm until 3:10pm. 
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Parent Teacher Conferences 
Parent/Teacher Conferences will be conducted virtually on Monday, September 14th and Wednesday, 
September 16th. We will have email, phone, and texting available. We look forward to visiting with 
you about your son or daughter! 

Official Enrollment Day–Monday, September 21st 
Although every day is an important day to be at school, September 21st is a very special day for all stu-
dents to attend. We call this “Official Enrollment Day” and the district gets funding from the state for 
every student that attends on this day. We want all our students to be in virtual attendance on Monday, 
September 21st! Please try to avoid doctor’s appointments on this day and have students in attendance 
virtually. Thank you for your cooperation! 

National Honor Society 
National Honor Society is adapting policies due to the pandemic. If your child is a member of NHS, 
they will need to join our MS Team in order to get the info they need for the year. If your child is ap-
plying to join NHS this year, please direct them to Mrs. Buteyn by email at mbuteyn@usd259.net. Our 
virtual NHS Induction Ceremony will be at 7pm on September 23rd. 

Calculators for Math 
We encourage students to have their own calculator for math classes. For students in algebra 1 and ge-
ometry we recommend a scientific calculator such as TI 30x. For students in Algebra 2 and above we 
recommend the TI 84 Plus (highly recommended) or TI 83 Plus.  
 
Students can use calculators at home to aid them on their homework, as well as use it on the SAT, 

ACT, and parts of the AP tests.  

mailto:mbuteyn@usd259.net
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GRIZZLY PRIDE 
Grizzly Pride welcomes you to the Den! We are super excited to get this school year going!!! 
 
Grizzly Pride is the combined booster club and parent organization at Northwest High School. We financially 
support all Northwest athletic teams (uniforms, food, equipment, etc.), Drama Department, Instrumental Music 
Department, Vocal Music Department, cheerleaders, AVID, Scholars Bowl, Project Graduation, JROTC, Bear 
Buddies, DECA, school spirit t-shirts for all incoming freshmen, FEA, BPA, teacher grants, the list goes on and 
on. 
 
Grizzly Pride needs your support now more than ever. We raise around $40,000 each year and a significant 
portion of our budget comes from concessions at sporting events, BearNecessities (NW bookstore), and Bear-
Wear (NW apparel). As of the printing of this newsletter, we have no extra-curricular activities scheduled and 
no in-person classes which means no income. However, we are optimistic about the return of activities so all our 
organizations will still need the financial support they rely on from Grizzly Pride!  
 
PLEASE support your Grizzlies and join Grizzly Pride! We’re a fun group of parents/coaches/administrators 
and the meetings get you “in the know” of what’s happening at Northwest.  
 
MEMBERSHIP LEVELS: 
$25 - BLUE - Your name(s) on a banner displayed at home games and in the sports programs 
$50 - GOLD - Your name(s) on a banner/sports programs, and one Grizzly Pride t-shirt 
$100 - GRIZZLY - Your name(s) on a banner/sports programs, and two Grizzly Pride t-shirts 
A membership form is attached to the electronic version of this newsletter or you can download it from the 
Northwest website by going to the “Parents” tab then “Grizzly Pride”. You can also pay online through the web-
site. 
 
We hope to see you at our next meeting on September 14 at 6:30pm in the NW library! 
  
You can’t hide that Grizzly Pride! 
————————————————————— 
Attention Grizzlies!  Did you know that YOU can help Northwest earn FREE MONEY with almost no ef-
fort?  IT'S TRUE!  The easiest way each and every one of you can support your Grizzlies is to enroll your Dil-
lon's Plus Card with the Community Rewards Program. It is SO EASY and takes no more than 2-3 minutes. 
Simply enroll, choose the option to support "Northwest High School Booster Club", and Northwest will begin to 
earn FREE MONEY each and every time you shop. You can do this online and it does NOT affect what you pay 
or your rewards points. For real, it's THAT easy! If you don't register your card then Dillons will just keep the 
money. Isn't it better for the money to go to supporting our kids?!? 
 
Go to:   http://www.dillons.com/communityrewards 
Sign in or create an account 
Search for your organization - Enter code HX123 
Click “Enroll" under "Northwest High School Booster Club" 
That's it!  You’re done! 
 
Now, go ask your aunts, uncles, cousins, grandparents, and friends to do it too!  The more people that sign-up, 
the more we can do for our students! 
 
Thank you for supporting your Northwest Grizzlies! 

https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.dillons.com%2Fcommunityrewards&data=02%7C01%7Ckmassey%40usd259.net%7C7e05ddb6e22e4c88f7e508d84a15629f%7C4c8e5fff833944f18c5a7cf5e537e6da%7C0%7C0%7C637340803901795623&sdata=d6ntK4K4PwVqXCv9Y0
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Senior Calendar 
The 2020-21 Senior Calendar is below. Please be aware that this calendar is subject to change. 
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MySchool Remote Family and Caregiver Guide. 

 

By now you should have received information from 
the district concerning online, remote learning this 
year. Click on the image to the right if you would 
like to view the information sent by the district. 

 

Information Included: 

 Ways to support your student. 

 How to log onto the student device and navigate 
to the district’s portal. 

 How to login to class. 

 How to communicate with teachers. 

 Links to family resources. 

 

Virtual Open House. 

 

If you didn’t get a chance to view our Northwest Virtual Open House videos, or if you didn’t know what 
teachers your student would have on their schedule, let me invite you to view them now. 

 

Go to our Northwest webpage at www.usd259.org/northwest and hover over the Faculty & Staff tab to-
ward the top. The bottom option is our Staff Open House Videos. Click on any or all of the videos to 
meet the fantastic staff of this fantastic school! 

 

 

http://www.usd259.org/northwest
https://www.usd259.org/cms/lib/KS01906405/Centricity/Domain/11/MySchool Remote Secondary Family Guide 8.27.2020.pptx
https://www.usd259.org/domain/5174

